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CRAFTER I 
WORLD NEWS AGENCIES, STANDARDIZATION AND RESEARCH 


The present influence ef world news agencies on 
newspaper content is an important indicator of the future 
development of the world media system. A modern newspaper. 
national news ayency, or regional news agency must have 
access to news on a worldwide basis. Economic factors 
dictate dependence by the vast majority of these receivers 
on @ iaxcge. impersonal. non-local organization. There is 
created a potential dependency. @ centralization of sources 
ef information. Which should be 8 major concern of those 
favoring s free anc unfettered flow of information in the 
world media systen. 

With increasing technological capabilities, world 
news flow from these central sources will continue to 
increase in speed and pervasiveness. The increasing 
expense of equipment required to compete in the game of 
epeed will tend to further incapacitate individual news~- 
papers. national media syetems, and regional news agencies. 

Studies of the present day performance of world 
news agencies center on the degrees of objectivity present 
anc the lese~than-acequate amount of background information 

i 
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anc depth reporting on free world news wires. Such 
considerations are based on a new understanding of the role 
of information in development and an awareness of the more~ 
than-cowmercial importance of news. This realization 
Gemands continuing study of world news flow in terms of its 
content and in terma of growing Cependence on central 
sources Of news. 

The characteristics cf world news flow are essenti- 
aily the outgrowth of world news agency Cevelopment. Navas 
in France, Wolff in Germany. and Reuters in Englandé found a 
demand for information on the part of bankers, commercial 
houses, governments, and newspapers. Speed was a natural 
reguixvenent, spurred on by competition. But with many 
clients to satisfy, an obiectixve approach to news reporting 
was mangatory. From the beginning of the news agencies, 
transmission of the information has been a problem. The 
cost of tranmeission dictates the necessity for brevity. 

The speed. ohiectivity. and hrewity criteria have 
continued to increase in laportance, with the continuing 
application of technological advances to news dissemina~- 
tion. These criteria have ied to a standardization of 
news. a8 illustrated hy Lord francis Wiiliama in his 
UBESCO-sponsered book. Transmitting Horid Newa. Francis 
Williams seve that “the multiple address ayatem is hister- 
ically so important in the transmisaion of world news and 


has preduced so great a revolution in certain services, 
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3 
especially Reuters, that Reuters could hardly have survived 
after World War I without it. Wor could AP or UP have 
developed in the sane degree without it. al 

Until World War I, Havas, Wolff, and Reuters 
enjoyed a harmonicus relationship as a news cartel, with 
the world dividwd into “spheres of influence,® to which the 
Mew York Associated Press, a forerunner of the modern A, 
Was &@ party. 

But ducing the first two decades of the twentieth 
century a new impetus was given to world news agency 
development when the United freas “invaded” first South 
Asexica, then the Far Kast. ané finally Lurope. signing new 
slients for its service. The requirement for competitive 
volume and prices vesulted in the eventual dissolution of 
the werld news cartel in 1934. 

Full dependence on the eaegencies by an expanding; 
market results in ever increasing standardization of news. 
A rapid flow of brief facts to each ef the thousaenda of 
cidents worldwide is the xcesult. and the forces causing 
that result ave increasing. 

The viabllity of a news agency demands objectivity. 
end the wider the circle of clients. the greater the demand 


fax Ghjectivity. The larger the news agency, the greater 





lioxé Francis Williams, Txansmitting Wexld Newa 
(Paria: UNESCO, 1953). p. 19. 


é 
borhem~ ond \Ihakl Kime evetual amt) .Wal gf indomgib 
wa & & Vite tl on See TT oe oe Ge 
Soo) ssedibe wruywd exte any ci Sogkrees 

ome tes Dict ol Ji thew iO 

“G0 Levees eutet 6 tb ditielsete: doekieell & Geet: 
mt? auld od “ tcnbil$anl 10 atvewee* Sedu 
A weites wie Ve senavesusl 9 -nsey? 
7 ee Met oan 
pe _ 
i ee 
ewe Vewlt “Lebel” biewl belied Gti ble 
oon lates “dgoudl (smelt ee dee el ee 
evttlsegeee vot seamwvleped My .eni¥iae aN) 
te sels costes ote WS tulfieet asclig tes 
—_—— 26 oY ie 
tobi tb el eoleteen A enti 




































the scope of events about which it is being objective. 

A&A next logical step in mags cosmnications research 
is the investigation of the loss of locel subjectivity in 
xeporting world news in the newspapers. UNESCO and the 
international Press institute, the two agencies which have 
supported most of the studies into world news, have concen~ 
tvated primaciiy en the factors influencing mass conmunica- 
tions systems in each country. Awong these ave litevacy, 
physical barriess, evonomic difficuities, training of 
journalists, availability of newsprint. and government 
controls cover the naticnal press systens. 

Content analyses by many researchers have ceait 
with the resulis of these forces, normally with reference 
to events in onw country as they ave reported in another 
country, or the influence of cone countsy’s events in the. 
newspapexrée of another. 

Cextain of these studies, such as MeNeliy’s study 
of soveraje of an american election in the British press.” 
and Agaxceon’s study of @ Philippine election campaign 
coverage in the Amexican preas,° are general indicators of 


content and dizection of news flow. Such studies generally 





2 Solan T. MeNelly, “Coverage of the 1956 Amecican 


Presidential Cc ign in Britain's National Newspapers, ” 
Gazette. 4 (1956). 33-44. 

34. A. Azarcon, “Coverage of the 1953 Philippine 
SlLeetion by ten U. S. Preatige Mewspapers”* (Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, University of Wisconsin, 1963). 
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fing that the flow of news between countries is inadequate 
and that there are sexious imbalances between countries. 

The International Press Institute study. “The Flow 
of the Hews,” examined the volume and nature of news flow 
into particular geographic areas.“ Tre Gegree of coverage 
of countries in each others’ newspapers and the facters 
infiuencing treatment of foxeign news were also investi-~- 
gated. Passing ceference was mace to national dependence 
en news agenties, by a discussion of numbers of foreign 
coxrespongents, a8 Well as contractual arrangements for 
information exchange. 

Few studies have investigated world news flow in 
terme of Cepenidence om world news agencies. Certainly. the 
gatexeepers in a world news agency system, coupled with the 
transmission costs anc the range of events covered by an 
agency’s xeporters, give the iocal editor a less-than- 
complete choice of news events frou which to select. But 
beyond that, there are different ways in which a newa story 
can be treatec by the local editer. A study of the 
hamiling of a news story will reveal relative dependency by 
@ newspaper on a world news agency and the current deyree 
of standardization of news delivered by an agency. 

Certain studies of the American press indicate the 


Mace: Fiow of the News" (Zurich: International 
¥resa Inetitute, 1953). 
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6 
tendency of technological advances to increase standéardiz- 
ation. It seems reasonable to expect that this influence 
will be similarly felt worldwide. 

Liebes, in hie study, “Decision Making by Telegraph 

Editors-~AP or UPI." quotes G. H. Gieber as saying that: 

The American telegraph editor is caught in a 
strait-jacket of mechanical details and the press 
association hes become the recommender of news to the 
wire editor. The wire editor evalvated the news 
according to what the AP sent him. 

The economic realities of publication place 
mechanical controls over the telegraph desk. The 
editer will steer a middle course through the political 
thickets and this leads to orientat toward the “hard 
news,” the new and indisputable fact. (Italics added.) 

Cutlip, in a 1953 study of the influence of the 

teletypesetter on use of wire service material by Wisconsin 
newspapers, found a tendency to use more wire news ard less 
lecal news since the advent of the teletypesetter. He 
concluded that “the vital concerns of today's citizen-- 
government, war, the quest for peace-~are more adequately 
eovered than ever before. The loss of local news apart, 
however, the increased use of wire news is a manifestation 


of greater dependency on the wire. a 





56. H. Gieber, quoted in B. H. Liebes, “Decision 
Journalisn 


Making by Telegraph Editors--AP or UPI," 
Quarterly, 43 (1966). 


“scott M. Cutlip. “Content and Flow of AP News-- 
From Trunk to TTS to Reader,” Journaliam Quartexly. 31 
(1954), 434-446. 
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Reyardless of the desirability of coverage of 
national and international events, the increasiag 
Gepemlence on wire service materiai is perhaps not the sost 
Gesirablie wanner for this coverage to be achieved. 

The degree of independence of newspaper editors 
around the world in dealing with news ayency material--the 
"local subtiectivity" which they exhibit-~is an important 
veference point in judging the present health of the world 
media system. and is also @ general indicator of trends in 
that development. 

& current opinion on the general world press 
picture holds thet: 


» « « the world’s comaunications channels have been 
all but choked in recent years by inflammatory and 
Slanted messages concerning explosive situations in the 
emexging nations of Africa, in divided Berlin, in 
comeunist Cuba, in northern India. .. . The reader, 
listener, ox viewer searching for truth and the “real 
story” is left oftentimes in bewilderment. He notes 
contradictions in the news, discrepancies among world 
news agencies, and opinion in news columns and network 
N@WSCAStB. - - « 


More and more the importance of international 
communication to world understanding is being stressed. 
Journalists ang journalism teachers are visiting and 
estudying in other countries in greater numbera every 
year. At least through these regional and world press 
organizations and through the international exchange of 
ideas by traveling journalists, the world press is 
becoming ever more homogeneous. One can oniy hope the 
end preduct of this increasing peat Leda will be 
maximum freedom of information. (Italics added.) 
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7 gohn C. Merrill, C. R. Bryan. and M. Alisky. “The 
Poreign Press" (Louisiana State University. 1964). pp. 4~5. 
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3 
in the vest known study of comparative world news~ 
paper content, Jacques Kayser, in his 1953 UNESCO-sponsored 
One Week's Hews. studied 17 major world dailies for a one- 
week period. The sumple selected am’ the time period of 
the study are relevant to ita general applicability. 
Kayser selected his countries based on importance in the 
worid, selected his newspapers based on largest circula- 
tion, and his paxticuler week was chosen at random. He was 
seeking a “typical® week, one in which the "normal" type of 
event would occur, sO as to accurately measure press 
per formance. 
in a major analysis. Kayser mace material compar- 
isons between the newspapers, technical comparisons and 
news comparisons, thue revealing special strengths, 
weaknesses, and dependencies. 
one might have thought that many of the high circula~ 
tion papexss would favor reportage. especially good 
narrative xeporting from foreign countries, to add 
prestige and interest, there was little evidence of 
such enterprise. A short, two article reportage 
appeared on Nepal in The Timea of India and The Daily 
Exoreasa (England) ran short reportages on Iran and 
Corriere on the United States and Tripolitania.® 
Hest home news, says Kayser, is written by "own" or 
“special” correspondents, but the handling of foreign news 


is different. The 17 large circulation newspapers mace no 





ind "sacques Kayser, One Heek’a Nawa (Paris: UNESCO, 
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attempt to m@intain 


a network of permanent foreign correspondents or many 
traveling correspondents, who might give them exclusive 
er oxiginal information. More often than not, a peper 
publishes news ayency messages more or leas as they 
game in, or in a rewritten form. This limitation is_ 
largely due to financial and economic facters. .. .9 


Por most newspapers, agencies Gominate news distribution, 
so that 


in the internaticnal news market, national voices are 
becoming more and more inaudible. News has become 
internationalized, often lacking the national subjec- 
tivity which may be essential to clear unéerstanding. 
This internaticonalization of news tends to produce 
veady made judgementa and though it may be compatible 
with “freedom of inforcmation,® it seriously hampers 
"“Sreedom of opinion.“ In short, journalistic diversity 
which has been the pride of the western world mey be 
eaid to be disintegrating, not under OT yex nmerst 
Pressure, but hard economic necessity. 


Finally. in clesing. Kayser crystallizes his 
opinion of the situation by comparing the Comrunist-bloc 
newspapers with the nen-Communist and saying that for the 
nen-Communist papers, 

e e« « these newspepers nearly all depend on much the 
same gources of information. Mence the danger of a 
growing uniformity of thought. Such uniformity hes 


never been, and should never become, the gim of freecom 
of information. 





& second majer published stucy of comparative world 
press pec formance ia that of Schrama in hie Goe Bay in the 
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10 
Worléd‘a Exeaa. In this study, Schramm analyzed the content 
ef 14 major daily newspapers for a one-day period, a 
“crisis cay." 

November 2, 1956, saw both the Russian intervention 
on Hungary and the Sritish-Prench Suez crisis. For that 
ecisis day. Schrama found: 

Rewspapers cover the foreign news they feel their 

readers will consider important and interestin;. 
ay aan re fh mnrae Be goinn—ron » Raeaeniaay 

These prestige papers, he found, focus on the great 
events of the day. Mews flows from highly developed 
countries to lesa developec countries, from Europe and 
North Amezica to other continents, from the United States 
and the Soviet Union to #11 ether countries. 

Also, the world news agencies tend to emphasize 
news from howe. In a study by Camille Petersen of 
Stanford, &@ two-day sample of Asian wires provided by the 
news agencies for the spring of 1961 showed that "AP and 
UPI concentrate on the Wnited States @s much as Tass 
concentrates on the Soviet Union. Reuters stronjly repre~ 
sents the United States and the United Kingdom. AF? 
emphasized the United States, the United Kingdom, and the 


Soviet Union more than France itself. wd3 





12 Wilbur Schrama. One Day in the World's Presa 
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1960). 


a3 Quoted in Wilbur Schramm, Massa Media awl 
Development (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1984), 
Pp. 6. 
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Kaysecr’s One Week's Mews, cited above, provides a 
pesais for judgment of comparative dependence on world news 
agencies on the part of a significant number of newspapers 
in various countries. 

This little-investigated, but important, area of 
mass communications research yYequires an appropriate event 
or events to have full validity. First. the event must be 
@ significant one for all geographical areas to be studied, 
that is, there must be an element of reader interest. 
ideally. it would be an important and “continuing” event, 
for time compariaon and “typical” press measurement. 
Finally, it should be an event or events with regard to 
Which there is a wide divergence cf viewpoints. Having 
fulfilled these criteria, the task of studying comparative 
press performance around the world, with respect to world 
news agency material, can be achieved. 

Such a story is available, in the Vietnam war. 
This is a continuing event of worldwide importance. A 
great deal of information is, of necessity, made available 
in the form of government news releases. The world news 
agencies are the major sources of information on the war. 
There are a wide range of national invelvements either in 
the action itself, for countries of Southeast Asia and 
Geeania, or in the “moral” and political aspects of the 
action, by countries farther rewoved from the scene. 


Gerbner has saids 
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Every newspaper presents a fragmented and synthetic 

image of the world. [It highlights its own set of 
significant realities from its own seciai and cultural 
vantage point.!i4 


If that is true, then the treatment of a news 


agency report by different newspapers should reveal 


patterns of different degrees cf dependency on the agency 


used. 


This stucy will explore the coverage of the Vietnam 


war in the world's presse, with a view to measuring relative 


Gependency on world news agencies. 


As an exploratory search for differences in 


handiing Vietnam news, the following hypotheses (stated 


formaliy as null hypotheses here) are: 


i. 


2. 


There is no significant difference between world 
news agencies’ dependency on the U. &. military 
news release in Vietnam. 


There is no significant difference between news~- 
papers of different countries in dependency on 
world news agency Vietnam reports. 


There is no significant difference between news~- 
papers of different geographic areas in 
depencency on world news agencies’ Vietnam 
reports. 


There is no significant difference between news~ 
papers of countries directly involved in the 
Vietnam war, and those not directly involved. in 
Gependency on world news agency Vietnam news. 





4csorge Gerbner. “Press Perspectives in World 


Seeeakeniiewn: A Pilot Study,” Journalian Quarterly, 338 
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CHAPTER I1 
THE MEWS REPORTING SYSTIM IM VIETNAM 


The Vietnam war is a major event for the entire 
world. There are widely divergent views of the Asericen 
action in Vietnam, from college campuses to the Congress. 
Criticism centers around the Johnson administration for 
committing the United States so heavily in Vietnam, and on 
administration credibility, in its various statements of 
position and the situation in Vietnam. 

Finally. there have been attacks from various 
quarters on the American press for its modus operandi in 
what has been called “the most wretchedly reported war in 
the fane of our history. . .- ot 

General 5. L. A. Marshall kicked off the formal 
controveraey on Vietnam reporting. In an articie in the Mew 
Leader of October 1966, Marshall charged that “we are being 
fed every last detail of doings in Saigon. . . but we are 
getting less than a cursory view of the big picture of the 
military effort of over 300,000 Awerican fighting men in 


1s. L. A. Marshall, Battles in the Mensean (New 
York: Morrow and Company, 1967). p. 12. 
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Vietnam. ne 


In the November issue of Mew Leader, eight 
reporters answered Maershall’s charge. One said that a 
reporter out with the troops could miss a big story in 
Saigon. 

Marshall biasted Vietnam reporting again in his 


Deok, Battles in the Monseon, charging that “the only 


meabers of the (press) corps who consistently work the 


front are the TV reporters and camera crew. a3 


Jim G. Lucas, Scripps-Nowaré war correspondent, has 
Said: “In the six months I lived in the Delta, I was the 


only correspondent regularly assigned te--and working with 


ang living with--combat troops. uf 


Reporter Paul Hemphill said: 


Every afternoon at five o’clock, seven days & week, 
a wajority of the 350 newsmen covering the war in 
Vietnam go to a multi~storied white huilding in down- 
town Saigon for what is called "The Briefing." The 
Press Officer .. . sums up what is contained in a 
thick mimeographed report. available to all newsmen 
each day, entitled “Official MACV communique of...” 
- « « At ig usually over in 15 to 20 minutes and the 
newsrnen who are filing daily reports on the big picnans 
of the war rush to write and file their stories. 





25. Le A. Marshall, “Press Failure in Vietnam.” Hew 


header (October 1966). 
7uonsoan, p. 15- 


“sim G. Lucas, Dateline: Wietmem (New York: 
awards Books, 1967). p. 13. 


>paul Hemphill. in Atlanta Journal, May 30. 1966. 
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Criticigon of Vietnam reporting and press complaints 
of a “credibility gap" seem iargely confined to the United 
States. RMon-American reporters seldom raise challenges at 
the Saigen briefing. The foreign press seldom makes 
reference to the quality of Vietnam reporting or UV. S. 
government credibility. other than occasional references to 
the subject. quoting @ U. &. source. 

The Saigon press corps is wade up largely of 
amecican reporters. Of 415 reporters accredited to the 
U. S. Military Assistance Commanc Vietnam on September 1. 
1966. 254 were Americans or represented American media.” 
The news xveleases, briefings. and interviews are American. 

Whether the reporters or their critics are right in 
the controvercsy over where a xeportex should go to cover 
the war, it is clear that the vast majority of them attempt 
to get the “big picture” of the military action from the 
military briefing heid daily in Saigon. The suthor 
attenced the briefing regularly for the better part of 
1966. Normal business between all of the military inferme- 
tion officers and the Saigon press corps was conducted 
immeciately following the briefing, when virtuaily all of 
the vepoxrters were availabie. 

The point here simply is that the military news 


release iseued dally assumes greater-than~normal importance 


se 





Sy. S. Military Assistance Command Vietnam, Liat of 
Correspondents In-Country, September 1, 1966. 
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16 
in the reporting of news from Vietnam than might otherwise 
be expected. A sample news release, issued August 29, 1966, 
ia incluged as Appendix I. 

The world news agencies certainly filed more 
information from Vietnam than was contained in the ailitary 
news release. This included political, economic, and other 
military information. The military summary was filed in 
condensed form, immediately following the briefing each 
day. 

As controversial as the war is at home, it might be 
expected that there would te a wide rane of opinions and 
attitudes toward it abroad. Statements by national leaders 
and demonstrations against the war, especially in western 
Europe, have emphasized its unpopulacity in some quarters. 

In other countries, more directly involved and more 
Girectly threatened by events in Vietnam, there has been 
stronger support for U. &. action. Thus, Australia, New 
Zealand, Thailand, South Korea, the Philippinea~~countclies 
with forces in South Vietnam-~have a different view of the 
situation. And of course there are the uncommitted 
countries. 

This cange of opinion and the unusual importance of 
the dally military news release offer an excellent oppor- 
tunity for atucy of international news flow. In the face 
Of a well-defined national attitude, the objective news 
report on @ world news wire might he expected to undergo 
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17 
modifications between countries. A complete analysis might 
also reveal any ¢ifferences Letween news agencies filing 
stories based en the same news release. 

During 1966, the four western world news agencies 
were well represented wy reporters in Vietnam, AP with 17, 
UPI with 22. Reuters with 6, and AFP with 5. ‘The New York 
Timex and its nowsa sexrvice hed six reporters in Saigon. 
Several smaller national and area news agencies were repre~ 
sented by one or two reporters. 

Twenty-seven American daily newspapers had a 
correspondent in Vietnam, with the New York Tigges and the 
Hexald iximune running majer reporting operations. Several 
foreign newspapers, especially Japanese, were represented. 
But the preponderance of reporting for the world newspapers 
was done by representatives of world news agencies, and 
especially the American agencies, AP and UPI. 

Copley News Service, the German Press Agency, Kyodo 
Hews Service, et al. can file the military summary. but 
eince they are then duplicating a world news agency. they 
usually find it more eppropriate to deal with stories 
bearing more directly on their own specialized interests. 
The same is true of the reporters representing daily news- 
papers who attempt to find stories cr “angles“ of their 
Own. 

Seigon and Washington are twin centers for Vietnam 
news. The 1965 Honolulu Conference of all U. S. agencies 
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18 
specified details of American public affairs operations in 
Vietnam. 

The cenference dealt with such matters as 
accreditation to the US Military Assistance Command Vietnam; 
established “ground rules® for reporters. in iieu of 
gensorshin: detailed the criteria for clearance of newa 
seleases from military unite; and established the 3:00 p.m. 
Gaily briefing for reporters in Saigen. 

The 5:00 p.m. “five o'clock follies* consists of a 
briefing by the US Mission Presa Officer. followed by a 
summary of ground. air, and naval actions of the previous 
24 hours. 

The military briefing consists essentially of dis<~ 
cussion of the daily written sumaary., with late~breakin; 
items added verbally. 

The sumuary news release aims at giving the total 
picture of military actions. It is complled from opera- 
tional reports received from Army an’! Marine Corps units in 
the field. U. 8. Mavy unite on coastal patrol and patrols 
4n the Mekong Delta, reporte from the U. 8. Seventh Air 
Force on air operations in South and North Vietnam, end 
reports of naval gunfire operations. air cperations, and 
ali other operational events from the U. 8. Seventh Fleet. 

Subordinate commands under the Military Assistance 
Command algo promulgate daily news releases in Saigon. 
Theee include news releases by the commands mentioned 
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above. as well as by inéividual units auch as Divisions, 
individual ships, or aircraft squadrons. All are cleared 
by the Military Assistance Command and consist essentially 
of names and home towns of personnel] anc such leature-t ype 
material. 

The dally news summary, therefore, represents the 
facts of the military action. This sumsary is, of course, 
the @nly source of the total military picture that the 
reporter has. 

The facliities available te reporters in Vietnam 
for covering the war include a network of military and 
civilian information officers distributed throughout the 
country at centers of opexations, be they military opera- 
tions or any of the other efforts in progress. 

U. & military transportation is available on a 
achecduled basis between Saiyon and other cities of South 
Vietnam. Unschedulee military airlift is availiable from 
these central points. 

During 1966 there were two primary news centers 
within South Vietnam, Saigon. and Danang, where the U. &. 
Marine Corpa maintains a major press center. Dsnan;‘s 
position in the northern portion of Geuth Vietnam makes it 
an important center for coverage of operations against 
Worth Vietnamese units and as a resuit. all major news 
agencies maintain representatives at Danang at all times. 


Obviously. then, there is a great deal more news to 
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ba filed by a world news sgenecy than the daily summary of 
wilitary operations. In addition to stories gensrated by 
the agency reporters. there are economic and agricultural 
briefings. political events, an@d depth pleces transmitted. 

But the military swanary ia a dally item of signi? 
igance end common practice is to file it very shortiy after 
the briefing each day. ‘This same information is trans- 
witted by telephone to Washington by the UY. 3. Military 
Command after the briefing. It is, therefore. available 
for Gistribution by the Pentagon some hours after its 
release in Saigon. 

An important fact concerning the daiiv gumnary, 
insofar as thia atudy is concerned, is that of all the 
infexmation requlariy filed by a news agency, this infor- 
mation, On &@ continuing basis, is most likely to be 
retranamitted ta all areas of the world where an agency nas 
client newspapers. 

The news ausreary deals, of necessity. with @ number 
of quantifications which not only describe given events, 
but which chance each day. For instance, various enygage~ 
ments are reported in the summary indicating nunbers of 
enemy Killed and captured; numbers of friendiles killed. 
vounéed, or missing; mamahers of weapons lost or captured; 
quantitative deacriptions of captuxed material such @s tons 
of vice, clethin;, ammunition. 


Nusbers of air strikes in Seuth Vietnam. numkere ef 
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21 
wiasions over MNuerth Vietnam, and numbera of watercraft 
searched are alao a part of the daily summery. 

These factora are of great assistance in tracing @ 
Vietnam news item through the world media syateus, since 
the ceport for any given day has its own quantificationsa. 

An even more important characteristic of the daily 
military summary. in terms of an analysis of a newspaper’s 
concept a8 to which are the elements most worthy of atten~ 
tion, is the fact that the sumamary is divided into aix 

The six content cateyories are a reundup of ground 
actions, @ix atxikes in Worth Mietnas, aix apercationa in 
and naval. qunfire operations. 

The position cf each of these categories in the 
news release cover sheet indicates the general newsworthi~ 
ness which each is considered to have. The news ayencies 
and the individual newspapers may. ef course, not agree 
with this order of presentation. The differences in 
Opinion on this point would tend to reveal different 
eoncepts on the part of the individual wire services and 
aiso would tell something about the newspapers, dependin; 
on where the editing occurs. What do they each consider to 
be important? What is the degree of dependence on the news 
releage and on the wire service? What is considered not 


worthy of use? 
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The American news agencies file the Gaily summary 
almost, if not completely. in toto as received. This would 
be the reault of an obvious interest of most American news- 
papers in events in South Vietnam involving American armed 
ferces. Since a great deal of the information appears 
daily in the American preas, it would appear that the 
American prees ig heaviiy dependent on the news agencies 
and, with reapect to the Vietnam war, the newaepapers 
uncriticalily print the standardized version presented by 
the wire service. But this is not to say there ia not @ 
great potential for independence on the part of the 
individual newagpaper. 

if there ace national considerations which play a 
part in the selection of wire service news, or if there sre 
opinions held locally which influence the degree of 
conformity in handling wire service Vietnam news, these 
factors, and not blind dervendence, could be distating both 
the order of presentation of the content categories and the 
number of words given to each. 

A real test of dependence on a@ news agency and the 
stangardization of world news flow would have to examine 
the treatment given the news stories of the sene world 
agency by clients in different countries, and in countries 
which have different degrees of direct interest in the 
Vietnam war as well as Gifferent prevailing opiniona avout 


the War. 
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A basic assumption is that world news agency gate~ 
keepers are, et amy given time, providing the type of newa 
and the amount of news on given subjects that experience 
has indicated is desired hy clients in perticular reyions 
or countries of the world. 

On its face it would appear, for instance, that 
South African newspapers are not as interested in details 
of Vietnam military operations as are American newspapers, 
nox would newspapers in Guyana. Kenya, or Trelan’d be 
equally interested. On the other hand, the Australian, New 
Zealand. Thai, and Philippine press micht be. In any case, 
there are markedly different de;zrees of national interest 
with respect to the same news xsreleases. These di fforences 
should make themselves evident in an analysis of content 
and provide an indication of the strensth of the national 
factor in the world news flow. 

Previous studies have shown that world news 
agencies tend to see the same event in somewhat different 
ways. This would be revealed both by different numbers of 
words devoted to each content category. and by any shifting 
ef order of presentation of the categories. 

The @aily military summary as released in Saigon is 
by nO means all of the news of Vietnam for any given day. 
Events bearing on the war are filed by the world news 
agencies from Saigon, Washington, and other points regularly 
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2a 
and are of euch importance that they could be expected to 
be trengmitted worlawide. A newspaper thecefore could 
receive political news from Seigon or ace other point. 
policy informetion from Washington, or camments from its 
own national gevernment., in addition to the military sum: 
mary from Saigon. All of this information would he 
obtained by the average newspaper via world news agencies, 
in certain cases filtered through & national news agency. 

A complete review of newapaper performance with 
yvespect to reporting the Vietnam war would require an 
enalyais cf all wention of the war, with point of origin of 
the story noted and implications categorized. This would 
permit @ correlation with national considerations in each 
case. 

But in measuring the dearee of standardcization of 
world news and the loss cf local subjectivity which both 
Kayser and Merrill heve decried, we are interested in the 
degree to which newspapers blindly follow the “dictates” of 
@world news agency. 

A test of depemency is therefore best accouplished 
by observing prees performance with respect to a story 
Which has lesser or greater interest in different 
countries. The overall stery must be of some degree of 
interest to all. The generel development of the situation 


must be in geome degree neweworthy. 
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28 
The daily military summary from Vietnam, then, is a 
story againet which the perfoxmance by different newepapera 


can be correlated with national factazs. 





CHAPTER ITi 
STUDY DESIGN 


This study seeks to analyse world news flow by 
tracing a single news story through the world news systen. 
As mentioned, the Vietnam military story offers a unique 
opportunity to carry out a study of thie type. The resuits 
should be a worthwhile addition to knowledge of the factors 
at work in influencing world news. 

Having selected the Vietnam military story as che 
pasis for observation of newspaper performance, it remains 
te select a time pericd for the study, to select a sample 
of the world’s press, to locate pertinent Gata, and devise 
a method of quantification of newspaper performance. Also, 
an analysis tool mast be selected and an analytical 
structure constructed. 

This study would be greatly simplified if the 
actual material received and filed by each gatekeeper in 
the news chanel was available for study. As a practical 
matter, this cannot be done. The study will explore the 
influence of the AP, UPI, Reuters, AFP, and tew York Times 
newa agencies. The military news releases are filed daily 
from Saigon by each of these agencies, directiy to their 
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27 
home offices. Different versions are then retranamitted to 
geographic areas of the world. Waticnal news agencies. 
some performing a censorship function, then further edit 
the news before it arrives at the newspaper. A study which 
eovered a suitably lonj time span would require a great 
deal of time and effort, even assuming that the gatekeepers 
involved cooperated. 

The study deals with the United States Military 
Assistance Command Vietnam’s daily military news summaries 
for the year 1966. As explained, these news releases are 
the only sources of gummary information on military events 
of the previous 24 hours. In response to media need, the 
celeasea seek to quantify the news of the war. These 
quaentifications enable the researcher to trace a news story 
through the media system with ease. 

What is available for this study are the news 
releases amd the versions of the releases which appeared in 
certain foreign newspapers. 

The vast majority of the world’s newapaypers ¢id not 
mpeintais reporters in Vietnam during 1966. They depended 
instead on the world news agencies. 

The Library of Congress and the University of 
Chicago’s Canter fox Research Libraries are the two primary 


1 


sources of foreign newspapers in the United States.” These 
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- ‘a on Miceefilm Sixth Edition, Libraxy of 
Congress. 1967. 
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two squrees combined hold approximately 106 English~ 
language foreign newspapera fer the year 1966. 





Kayasexs Gealt with the question cf a time period by 
selecting @ particular one-week period in the future. 
Schramm, in Gar Bay in thm Worid’s Prees. selected a crisis 
Gay. A view of world news flow demands a “typical day,” 
with which Schrama was not concerned. Kayser randomized 
his study by having no prior knowledge of factors which 
might disrupt the “normal” flow pattern. 

Since World news flow ebviously is influenced by 
the newsworthiness of events, a study of it must deal with 
the presence or absence of such events. For this reason, 
the selection of a study time period using the benefit of 
hinceight seems far superior to Kayser's method. 

This study, dealing as it does with the Vietnam 
wilitary report, sheuld select a tine period during which 
other-than~military information of major news value was not 
entering the world news channels from either Washington or 
Vietnam and that the military news fer the period was not 
overwhelmingly more newaworthy than normal. 

Hany important news events occurred in Vietnam 
Guring 1966. foelitical difficulties, a military revolt. 
and trouble with the militent Buddhist leader Thich Tri 
Quay were major news stories during April, May, June. and 
July of thet year. Hational elections were held in 
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mid-September and the political repercussions lasted for 
several months. 

A spot-check of American newspapers indicates that 
the latter part of August 1966 offers a period during which 
the “normal” military news was the significant news from 
Vietnam. The period August 26 to September 1, 1956, 
incluaive, includes beth “normal" military news and aiso a 
military “shock story,” whoge influence on news flow can be 
studied. 

A one-week period is considered sufficiently long 
49 get an accurate picture of a newspaper’s per formance. 
Consecutive Gays are considered necessary due to the 
possibility of the introduction of inaccuracies caused by 
time and date differences between Vietnam and other 


countries. 


The Center for Research Libraries, University of 
Chicago. holds microfilm copies of 32 English~language 
foreign newepapers for the study pericd. The Library of 
Cengress holds copies of 46 newspapers. The Wisconsin 
State Historical Society and University of Wisconsin 
Library hoid 11 newspapers. 

Since newspapers of as many countries as possibie 
should be included in the study, a11 of these newspapers 
Were analyzed. For the United States and Canada, a maxisnum 
of 15 newspapers per country were included in the sample. 
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The newspepers in the sample and thelr sources are 


as indicated: 
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The Australian 
The Age 

The Herald 

The Morning Herald 


The Wassau Tribune 


The Royal Gazette 


The Evening Telegram 
The Globe and Mail 
Daily Star 

The Daily Colonist 
Thre Province 

The Sun 

The Free Preas 


Ceyion Daily News 


The Egyptian Gazette 
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anda 


Allahabad 
Anbale 





Bangalore 
Bhopal 


Calcutta 
Caicutta 
Calcutta 





Ethiopia Meralid 


The Piji Times 


The Daily Graphic 
The Ghanaian Times 


The Tiger Standard 
South China Morning Post 


The Leader 

The Tribune 

The Deccan Herald 
Madhya Pradesh Chronicle 
Amrita Bazac Patrika 
Hindustan Standard 
Tne Stateeman 
Statesman 

Assam Tribune 
Wational Herald 
Hindu 

Hitavada 
Hindustan Times 
Patriot 
Searchlight 

indian Nation 
Eastern Times 
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tities tt; 


The Irish Independent 
The Irish Press 
The Irish Times 
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kaa), 
Jerusalem 


SABRLOR. 
Kingston 





The verusslem Post 
The Daily Gleaner 
Japan Tines 


Daily Ration 
Beet African Standarc 


The Korea Times 


The Malay Mail 
The Straits Echo 


Tae Commoner 
The Rising Nepal 


The Wellington Evening Post 


Daily Tines 
West African Pilot 


The Hastern Examiner 
The Pakistan Observer 
The Indus Times 

Dawn 

The Morning News 
Pakistan Times 
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Salisbury 
Soot Land 


Edinburgh 
G3 lascow 


Singapore 
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The Manila Bulletin 
The Marnile Times 


The Rhodesia Herald 





The Cte 3k" Sep we 
The Herald 
The Straits Echo 


The Cape Argus 
The Cape Times 
Rand Daily Mail 
The Witness 


The Nationalist 
The Gangkok Post 


the Uganda Argua 


The Free Press 

The Morning Kews 
Detroit Free Press 
The Telegraph-Herald 
The Star Bulletin 
The Alaska Empire 
The Unien~Leader 
New York Times 
Providence Journal 
The Mews and Observer 
The Chronicle 
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Virgin Lalanda 
Charlotte Amalie ~- The Daily News Le 
Lukasa ~ Times of Zauhia W 





Wetes CH = Center for Research Libraries 
Library of Congress 
University of Wisconsin 


= 
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Since the concept of this study rests on an analysis 
of comparative newspaper dependency on world news agencies, 
the validity of the results depends on the completeness of 
the measurement of Gependency. 

It was originally intended that a number of 
measurements of each story would be made and that the 
separate quantifications of these various observed 
characteristics would, in sum, constitute the measure of 
Gependency. The characteristics included presence or 
absence of each of the six content categories of the news 
release, word count used for each of the content categories, 
page number of the Vietnam story, page location of the 
story, size of headline, whether er not a newspaper used 
wirephotos from Vietnam, how much non-military Vietnam news 
was used, and how much foreign news was carried. 

All of these characteristics are valuable 


indicators of newspaper performance. But some, such as 
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35 
amount of general foreign news used, amount of non-military 
Vietnam news used of wirephotos, do not bear directly on 
the central queation of this study, “What did this news- 
paper do with this piece of information from this news 
agency?” 

Other characteristics which would he valid 
indicators in @ survey of the American press are not appre- 
priate for use in a survey of the world press. For 
instance, American newspapers carry what they consider to 
be the most important news on the front page. Many foreign 
newspapers, however, carry several pages of local news or 
asports news before presenting the international news. 
Newepapers of the British isles are noteworthy in this 
respect, as is Hong Kong*s South China Moratog Rosh. which 
often Claplays world news on the back page. Page nunber, 
then, is a makeup characteristic which 1s more a matter of 
eustom than a universal incicator of newspaper performance. 

Page location and headline used are also character~- 
istics which do not have standardised significance. For 
some newspapers they would be measures of dependence, but 
for others they would net. They are, therefore, not valid 
measures for this study. 

The two components which clearly indicate the 
Gependency are (1) the ameunt of the news release which the 
newspaper used, and (2) whether: the lead in the story was 
chamyed. 
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36 
in @ealing with a number of foreign newspapers of 
Gilgecent size, makeup and type size. the column inch 
measure ia considered sufficiently inaccurate that @ werd 
gaunt wae used to meagure the @mount of a story that was 
printed. 

The leed change factor can be observed tsv a compar- 
isen of the news release and the newspaper story. The 
quantification of the “wore count score" is a direct 
measure. The “lead change" score is more complex. Since 
there are six content categories in each news release. the 
basic question is whether a newspaper which leads with the 
thicd. fourth, fifth, or sixth item is being progressively 
more independent than simply leading with the second item. 
This study is based cn the position that this ia a 
manifestation of greater indepemience. We cannot initially 
know whether a wire sexvice filed a release from Saigon 
just as it wes released. Sut we can validly assume that to 
be the case until we learn otherwise. For instance, a 
newspaper in India which used the Reuters version of & 
story for @ particular day ané leads with the fifth item of 
the news release is either displaying “fifth order* 
independence or is printing it just as it was filed from 
Seigon by the Reuters bureau. If we assign a iead change 
soere of “five” to the newspaper, then the total analysis 
will reveal whether this particular individual score is 
@ignificantly different from the other versions of the 
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37 
Reuters story for that day. Assigning a lead change score 
of from one to six, then, is an essential element in 
measuring dependency as accurately as possible. 

The analysis method, therefore, consists of two 
quantifications, word count score and lead shange score. 

It is necessary to relate these two factors in some manner 
so that a single quantification of independence can be 
arrived at. 

A higher lead change score indicates greater 
independence of the news agency (or of the news release). 

A higher word count score indicates lesser independence. 

The two quantities are in the one case directly proportional 
to independence, and in the other inversely proportional. 
Thus, we are discussing a dependency ratio, the quotient of 
these two factors. 

Lead change score divided by word count score would 
be an independence ratio. Word count score divided by lead 
change score would be a Gependence ratio. It makes no 
mathematical difference which approach is used. However, 
some of the newspapers of the sample do not carry any news 
from the military news release, for the test period. The 
dependency on a news agency would therefore be zero. [If 
the lead change score is divided by the word count score 
to arrive at the quantification of independence, scores of 
"0" cannot be reflected in the total newspaper score for 


the week. In order to weight a "0" score, then, the 
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33 
quotient with which the study deals must deal with a score 
of “O° as & measure of independence and independence must 
be measured as @ tendency toward a score of *0.* 

Therefore, a catio of “dependency” will be employed, 
involving the ratio “word count seore"/"lead change score. °* 
& higher seore will represent greater dependency. 

The two factors which define "dependence“ for this 
study bear some matural relationship to one another in 
texme of which is the greater indicator ef dependence. If 
they were considered to be equal expressions of dependence, 
then ¢ither one would. by itself, be a sufficient measure. 
But the flow of news through many gatekeepers coes tend tc 
reduce the word count, es Cutlip illustrated in his study. 
Gatekeepers act to reduce the word count of @ news story. 
There is a momentum in the system in the direction of 
vedacing the word count. So a newspaper’s further reducing 
the word count can be thought of as being a “passive 
independence, infiuenced by factors such as availability of 
espace. Yet it must be measured for any true quantification 
of independence. 

Changing the lead item in a news story is an 
“eetive” independence which involves a rejection of the 
@rrangement of items ag received. I: is clearly a more 
important indicator of independence than is the word count. 

The two factors are of unequal importance in quanti-~ 
fying irdependence. Sut since their natural relationship 


at 

qreee 6 Okie Le me oteed yetoe at) dil Gio coi 
mw nthnegehed tan temeetl Vb runes 6 ad * Th 
A” Ve etoes © betest pasate 2 20 Boome Oe 

aergeie ae Lite “pebekdagel” 56 cine) ¢ . ceateseet 
~~ epcmnaiges comeny Heseo we isle otha Weibe & 
sits wh codigel” aaltcd Gini bullies sar eet OC 
ch wadsewe ewe Ad 4bdmemleetes emt came tied hehe 
tt cembblndged Co eebelnal eoaeeny AP 6Y Ede Yo rune 
hha eg 1d eslameceges tale af Gy Wetenlemns cue gully 
ceyenet Preihiviivs 6 et Kidesl &) bine ew weed Gell 
‘od bows cheb piegadatey gis Gpoil Sal's ee a BE 
fatus Abe ob becweveat?s Ald Gs .clbe Gaew BD ements 
ee ee ee 
fe mebreesdé od2 Ud meceys ode a) le © OL Gell 


















39 
to one another is a quotient. any matheratical expression 
which could be arrived at to represent their relative 
strengths would simply involve a multiplication of the 
independence score as conceived above, by some factor. 
indepertience as GCefined is universally applicable to the 
werld press and so this factor would be constant for all cf 
the newspapers of the sample. In this study. which seeks 
quantifications for relative comparisons, this unequal 
importance of the two factors is ignored. 


The measurement of total word count in @ relative 
performence gtudy auch as this dependés upon an indication 
of total number of words used. The total number of words 
aged from the daily news release is easily identifiable. 
In instances where information is included in a newspaper 
stozy which was generated by a reporter, the only words 
counted will be those identifiable as coming from the news 
release. If a summary paragraph at the beginning of a 
story includes news release details and then is ampiifiec 
leter in the body of the story, the worés ave counted 
twice. There are two basic types of non~news~release 
material. These axe stories written by reperters on the 
scene of an action and bearing a Cateline other than 
Saigon, ox stories written as a result of special 
individual interviews in Saigon. 

Referring again to the fact that the news release 
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is the only source cf summary information for the day, the 
summary stories appearing in the prese can be identi fied 
enc coded ag to word count. Preliminary test of 17 foreign 
newspapers indicates no difficulty in thia identification. 

The "Jend change aceare” is more difficult to arrive 
at. In addition to the daily news release, there are 
special appearances at the daily news brief by military 
persennel directly involved in unusual incidents. WU. 8S. 
Mavy and VU. S&S. Air Force pilots who ghoet down enemy air- 
exatt, U. 8. Army personnel involved in newsworthy acticnas, 
@tc., are given the opsortunity to brief the Saigon press 
Corps on these actions and answer questions about them. At 
times these briefings are held on the same day aa the 
action in question. More often it ia the day following the 
special event. 

Since the special briefing is available for all ef 
the Saicon prass corps, a simple word count of the story se 
it appears in a given newspaper is sufficient to measure 
relative parformance with respect te the story. without the 
need for a word count of the briefer’s presentation. 

Where this special briefing is placed with respect 
toa other items of the news releame in *erma of which is the 
leec stery for the Gay is a questien which must be 
a“ressed. 

ta event of major cewsworthingan in the military 


ephhere will Gisrupt the “normal’ werld news pattern which 
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41 
the study seexs to analyze. Un the other hand, the 
performance of the world’s press with respect to “shock” 
stories ia a pertinent characteristic of the world syaten. 

For the test week. then, it is necessary to compile 
a “landwark history* of apecial briefings held in Saigon 
during that week. These items must be assigned a relative 
position with respect to the other lead items of the week, 
before a “lead change" coding system can be established. 

On August 26. 1566, two U. &. Air Force F-105 
aircraft dropped napalm $0 yards short of an enemy Vietcong 
force. The napalm landed amon troops of the U. &. First 
Infantry Division. Major General William Depuy. Commanding 
General of the First Infantry Division, flew to Saigon the 
game day to brief the press on the event. The pre-check of 
the foreign press indicates that virtually all of the 
newspapers of the world carried the story of U. 8. aircraft 
napalming U. &. troeps. This is not a typical performance 
for some of these newspapers. But the concept of the 
“typical day“ is only valid es a reference point. If 
attention to these sheck stories is a standard character- 
iatic of world news flow and if Gependence on a news agency 
is releteé to shock stories, then the wexkings of this 
phenomenon are an integrai part of this study. 

It does appear that there are newspapers which did 
not print the Vietnam military suwaary on the “normal” day, 
but did print it as a past of a “shock” story. 
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Tne special briefing items occurring during the 
test period and requiring special placement in the catalogue 
of “order of itema” in the news celesse, ere these which 
are not mentioned in the releases. 

Figure i is a “Mews Release Lead Item Compilation" 
of the content category items for the test period and will 
be used in determining the iead change scores. it includes 
the briefing of August 26, 1966, on the napaim accidenc,. 
the sinking of North Vietnamese PT boats on August 2%, the 
attack on FT boasts on Auguet 31, & helicopter crash on 
afugust 28, and &@ summary of U. &. personnel statistics, 
VE1e88sSed On August 25. 

The personnel summary, indicating 91 Americans 
killed the previous week, U. 6. troop strength in Vietnam 
reaching 300,000, and enemy killed figures for the previous 
week, is placed in content categery #4 for August 25. This 
is essentialiy a “ground” story, iesved on a weekly basis. 
Zt could be expected that it would not be a major news 
etery. 

General Depuy’s briefing on the napalm eaccidgent is 
pleced #1 in the content categories for the cay. beceuse it 
is very newaworthy and most naturally fits the first 
position. The two PY boat stories are similarly newsworthy 
end fit into the #1 content categories fox their days. 

The helicopter crash announced August 25 seems to 
Tit most naturally with content category #6 for that day, 
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AG 
the ground war repert. Since it was an accident. and not 
enemy action, and since the casualties were four Americans 
killed, it is not considered to be an outstanding news 
event. 

The lendmark history was compiled from the news 
releases, from personal recollection, and from the pre-test 
of foreign newspapers for the period. 

A good check on the influence of the sensational 
story will be the news accounts of August 26 and August 27. 
August 26 was the most nearly “normal" military day of the 
test period. it is true that on the 25th the weekly 
suwamary of casualties and forces in Vietnam was released, 
but it is the most nearly normal. 

On August 26, General Depuy’s briefing on the napalies 
accident could be expected to receive heavy coverage. 
appearing in the press on August 27. 

The addition of the special briefing items forces 
an expansion of the content category system from “6" to °6"* 
on August 26, 23, and 30, and to "7" on August 31. 

This anwlysis does rot take into account other 
Gisruptive factors. This would include Vietnamese govern 
ment military news releases. On Auwjust 27, the Vietnamese 
armed forces announced the sinking of two Vietnamese Navy 
beats. This can be expected to have been & major news 
story. but it is mot deait with in this study. Inetead, 
the news story is examined etrictly in terms of U. &. news 
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47 
release information. If a Vietnamese story is actually the 
lead item, or if a political comment leads off the news 
story and is the headline, the first appearance of an item 
from the JU. &. release is assigned asa the military lead 
item. 

in the event that a newspaper includes a military 
release item in the headline and then presents a different 
item as the first part of its news story, the subject 
matter of the headline is assigned as the “lead change“ 
score item. 

Another factor in this study was the delaved use of 
information from the military news summary. Where a 
newspaper printed information curing the test period which 
is clearly from the releases, and released prior to the 
test period, this information was net coded. 

Material appearing in the newspaper during the test 
week was coded and assigned as performance with respect to 
the release of the day concerned. Information not printed 
within the week was ignored. 

The pre~test indicated the frequent occurrence of 
multiple logotypes on news stories. In compiling the total 
week score, these stories were includeé in the individual 
newspaper*s performance record, without reference to news 
agency. In the deeper analysis of comparative performance 
by newspapers using different news agencies, these stories 
had to be ignored. 
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The quantifications of individual newspaper 
performance, achieved by this coding method, represent the 
total influence of the forces at work in world news flow. 
for each newspaper. The quantifications are susceptible to 
examination by analysia of variance methods. 

Gince the forces behing the Gifferent scores for 
individual newspapers are not completely obvious, and since 
the study seeks to identify the major influences. the 
analysis deals with scores in texms of known facts about 
them. 

The newspapera can be grouped (a) by world news 
agency (1 F ratio); (b) by country (1 F ratio); (¢) by 
countries using the service for each news agency separately 
(S F catiosa); (d) by geographic axvea (1 F xratio); and (e) 
by involvement versus non-invelvement in the Vietnam war 


(1 F ratio). 


The use of the landmark history as regards coding 
leac change scores, and the use of a direct word count of 
newspaper stories would appear to largely eliminate the 
requirement for subjective decisions in coding the news~- 
peper material. But a central question remains that of 
identifying material in the newspaper which can be 
attributed directly to the news release or to a special 


briefing for the Saigon press corps. 





a 
comes dewbiqdias io eemiper soe ae 

srk) OOS Glee (4 Seo ¢4 WO3RR BA On mel hes Legeg 

pms eee BO Bheylene co mls enke® 

 - 

com bine gt (2) bemety Of 00 cages alt 








vet Col qbetzon © 6) endeeem wt A6) sfedees 8 4d pee 
a a ed 
ind ban simtgne % 1) Some oidqone Wh Gi 1 tect 4 £) 
Lev EEMTALY bs a) So eEYLOMNEr INR aAeery PopmemLemed o 








49 
xveison and Lagarsafeld say thats 

By definition, centent analysis muat he objective. 
The subjective nature of the analyst must be minimized 
in oréer to agsgure an objective deseription of the 
communication content. The neceasity to achieve 
ebjectivity or near~objectivity for content analysis 
vaises the problem of reliability. 

And that: 

« « « e@ditional training anc experience of the 
codex usually, but net always, increases the reliahbii- 
ity of the results. ... 

The more general experience in content analysis and 
the more specific training om the particular project 
the coders have had, the higher reliability is likely 
to be.3 

two military information officers who have 

completed the requirements for the M.A. degree in 
Journalism checked the reliability of the coding system 
used in this study. Both of these check coders have served 
in Vietnam as Information Officers. Soth were emaged in 
gore aspect of generation of the daily military news 
release. Both are familiar with the operating procedures 
of world news agencies in Vietnam, and with events during 
the teet period August 25 to September 1. 1966. 

The two check coders codeé the same five newspapers 

of the sample, using the quantification method described. 


The results, together with the author's results fer the 





2 pexnaré Berelson and Paul Lazarsfeld, “The 
Analysis of Communication Content“ (Unpublished preliminary 
Graft, 1946), p. 129. 


3ynig.. p. 136. 





8) 
same five newspapers, are tabulated in Table i. 

The coder reliability check indicates the possibii- 
ity of subjective variations in ceding. Maving studied the 
news releases on which the coding is based, the author was 
in a better position to judge information which had 
originated in the news releases. The overlapping of news 
release information and cther commentary is a source of 
Gifference in word count score coding. Newspaper leads 
which referred to more than one content category are a 
g@ource of difference on coding lead chanje scores. 

Kendall’s coefficient of concordance among the three 
coders was .95 (p <.@1). 
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CHAPTER iv 
RESULTS AMD ANALYSIS 


Appendix II is the tabulation of raw data derived 
from the newspaper sample. There are two scores indicated 
in the tebulation. Pirst, there is the score per newspaper 
story. indiceting word count scores, lead change scores, 
dependency scores, and news agency. Second, there is the 
tetal week score for each newspaper, arrived at by addition 
of all daily scores, without reference to a specific news 
agency. 

There are several instances of multiple logotype 
credits, as well as instances of absance of any news agency 
identification. 

In analyzing comparative performance by news agency, 
scores cannot be used unless they are directly attributabie 
to a single news agency. In a few cases. such as South 
Africa's "Sapa/Reuter” logotype. where a national news 
agency simply adds its own logotype to that of a world news 
agency, that story score is counted as a acors for that 
news agency. 

All Vietnam military steries, whether identifiable 
by news agency or not. are included in the total-week score 
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for the newspaper. 

The two scores differ in one important respect. 

That is, the individual Vietnam story is to be compered with 
ail other individual Vietnam stories, to determine what 
Gifferences, if any. exist. The total~week score ig a 
measuce not only of similarity in reporting @ newa agency 
story, but of total dependency. in terme of the number of 
times during the test period that a world news agency 
Vietnam story was used. 

Thus, a2 newspaper which prints a Vietnam military 
story for two days of the week can be compared with enocther 
newspaper which printed a Vietnam military stery on each of 
the seven days. The story scores may not differ signif- 
icantly. but the total dependency of the two newspapers 
does differ. 

The dependency scores for individual Vietnam 
military stories, iGentified by news agency, are the basis 
for comparison of news agency performance. The total-week 
scores for the newspapers are the basis for testing the 
influence of nationality, geographic location, and 
national involvement, on newspaper depencency. 

In cases where a newspaper either did not publish 
each day or copies were not available, the total-week score 
was determined by multiplying the sum of the story 
Gepencency scores by an appropriate factor to achieve a 
S©ven-day comparison. 
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§5 
A further limitation on the data of these tests is 
that all scores consisting of a single story or newspaper 
(n=l) ace disregarded. 





Hypothesis 1 states that there ig no significant 
difference between world news agencies’ dependency on the 
U. &. military news releases in Vietnam. 

A test of that hypothesis involves the grouping of 
all Vietnam militery news stories’ scores for the study, dy 
news agency, in Table 2. 


TABLE 2 


COMPAR EGON OF NEWS STORY DEPENDENCY SCORES WORLDWIDE, 
GROUPED BY MEWS AGENCY 











Ageaey = Mean Score | Number of Stories 
NYTNS 315 14 
UPt 189 36 
ad 175 95 
Reuters 143 &8 
AF? 139 15 
af = 4,247 
P= 4.56 
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Since there is a significant difference anony theese 
groups, a rejection of the first null hypothesis is called 
for. 

The Gepemency scores for the NYTNS appear to be 
higher than are the scores of the other news agencies. A&A 
second test, comparing dependency scores for the four major 
world news agencies, aml excluding the depeniency scores 
fox the MYTHS, fines no significant difference among the 
four remaining agencies (af = 3,234; F = 1.43). 

The WYTNS is not a major world news agency in size 
ex scope of its operations. The cependency scores for that 
agency were coded in this study because they appeared in 
the preas of mere than one country, thereby offering the 
epportunity for international comparisons. The Hew York 
Times is not a typical American newspaper. It is Knowa to 
see itself as a historical record. Complete texts of 
presidential adcresses and news conferences are printed in 
the Times. The higher MNYTNS dependency scores are probably 
a reflection of attention to historical xecord. 

An important aspect of this test is the finding that 
the four major news agencies’ dependency scores fo not 
Giffer eignificentiy. It should be noted. nowever, that 
there is tore dependency involving the two American sews 
agencies, UPI and AP, compared to the two non-U.&. agencies. 
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Hypothesis 2 states that there is no significant 
aigference between newspapers of different countries in 
Gependency om world news agency Vietnam stories. A test of 
this hypothesis calls for a comparison of dependency scores 
for the total week by newspapers of each of the countries. 
That test finds that there is a significant difference in 
tetal dependency for newspapers of different countries 
(Table 3). 


TABLE 3 


TOTAL-WEEKLY DEPENDENCY SCORES OF NEWSPAPERS, 
GROUPED BY COUNTRY 





Kean Mean Mean Ho. of 
Word Count Leac Change Score Papers 








2165 1.40 1549 13 

1592 1.09 1456 2 

1197 1.33 902 & 

1200 1.37 877 2 

1004 1.39% G41 2 

823 1.00 829 ‘5 

1718 3.19 537 12 

S42 1.85 454 2 

437 1.99 444 i7 

412 1.90 412 2 

493 1.35 364 4 

333 1.04 325 a 

Kenya 328 1.07 306 2 

South Africa 203 1.96 192 4 

Ghana 247 1.68 147 2 
Gf = 14,66 
P= 47.41 
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On the basis of this finding, 2a xejection of the 
gecond mull hypothesis is called for. 

The mean scores indicate that the dependency scores 
for newapapers of the United States, Hong Kong and 
Pakistan are higher than are the scores for newspapers of 
other countries. <A second test finds no significant 
Gifference in Gependency scores by country. when the scores 
for these countries are excluded (€£ = 11,48; F = 1.42). 

Rational involvement in the war is an obvious factor 
in the high dependency of American newspapers. Proximity, 
as well as its position as a news conter for Vietnam and 
for all of Asia. probably account for the high dependency 
of newspapers ef Hong Kong. 

Pakistan's geographic location is the apparent 
reason for ita heavy dependency on the Vietnam story. That 
country’s "authoritarian" press is net ordinarily heavily 
attentive to foreign news, and Pakistan ia not directly 
involved in Vietnan. 





The next tests concern the question as to whether or 
not there is a significant difference in depermency by 
newspapers of different countries on a Vietnam story of the 
Game news agency (Hypethesis 2). Individual Vietnam 
military stories’ dependency scores, identifiable for each 
of the world news agencies, are compared acress the range 
of countries where they appeared. 
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The first such test compares Gependency scores by 
country for AP Vietnam military stories (Table 4). 


TABLE 4 
DEPENDENCY SCORES OF AP VIFTNAM STORIES, 





Country Mean Score Number of Stories 





Japan 228 ? 
UBA 211 40 
Jamaica 151 3 
Canada 141 19 
Korea 120 6 
india 93 5 
ahanas 70 5 
Virgin islands 46 3 
Philippines 44 2 
df = 8,32 

F = 1.56 

NB. 





There is no significant difference amonj countries 
in dependency on the AP Vietnam stories. It is worthy of 
mete that the sean score for Japan is highest. even higher 
than that of the United States (only one Japanese newspaper, 
the atypical Japan Times, ia inciuded in the sample). 

The heavy dependency of the U. &. press could be 
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60 
expected and the number in the U. &. sample is reasonably 
jarge. But the emall number of cases for most countries 
limits deepex analysis. 

A cross-national comparison of UPI acores (Table 4) 
again finds no significant difference in dependency by 


COUBtry. 


TABLE 5 


DEPENDENCY SCORES OF UPI VIETNAM STORIES, 
GROUPED BY COUNTRY 








Country Mean Score Number of Stories 
USA 234 19 
Philippines 186 9 
Austrailia 94 3 
Canada 80 5 





While not statistically sijnificant, the differences 


appear to be rather large. The United States again has the 
most dependent newspapers, and a mean score of the sane 
erder as the AP mean acore. The Philippines and Canada 
have roughiy exchanged positions, with the Philippines more 
Cependent on UPI than on AP. The opposite is true of 
Canada. 


A low number of cases, es well as of countries, 
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limits the analysis of cross-national scores for APP 


(Wable 6). 


TABLE 6 
DEPENDENCY SCORES OF AFP VIETNAM STORIES, 





in Aen a : ee 


Country Mean Score Mumber of Stories 


Speyer 











There is no significant difference, ané the scores 
are quite similar. The geographic grouping of these AFP 
newspapers is noteworthy. AFP was the only logetyre found 
in the Pakistani newspapers in this study. APP was @iz0 
used almost exclusively for ali foreign news in the Nepal 
sanple. 

There is no significant difference in dependency on 
the MYTHS story between the United States and Canada, the 
two countries using the NYTRS stories (Table 7). 
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TASLE 7 


DEPENDENCY SCORES CF GYTRS VIETNAM STORIE, 
GOULD BY COUNTRY 





Country Mean Score lumber oi of Stories 








USA 350 i2 





However, the U. 8. newspaper scores are cons 





higher than are those of Canacian newspapers. The U. S. 
dependency mean for the NYTNS stories ia the highest story 
Gependency of this study. 

The crose-national test for the Reuters news esency 
Gependency scores is limited by a emal! number cf cases in 
@ach country except India. But there is a significant 
Gifference overall (Table 8). 

Since the four major world news agencies do not 
Giffer significantly in dependency, a cross-comparison of 
scores for the agencies, by country, is necessary. This 
permits an analysis of the wide variation of seme of the 
scores in Table 9. where countries are listed in exder of 
newspaper dependency scores. 
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TABLE 8 


DY PERDENCY SCORES OF REUTERS VIETNAM STORIES, 
GROUPED BY COUNTRY 





Country Nean Score Number Of Stories 





Jamaica 308 § 
ireland 216 2 
Rhodesia 196 2 
Hong Kong 190 3 
Malaysia 1é3 7 
Egypt 171 7 
Pthiopia 159 3 
Mayland 1$3 5 
Rermda 149 3 
Zambia 126 3 
Singapore 116 3 


pif 
fi 
Q 
Sse 


Ceyion 92 3 
Canada 69 3 
af = 15,67 

¥ = 1.92 

P < .05 
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it is apparent from Tabie 9 that the highest 

dependency scores are more generally characteristic of news- 
papers using the UPi and AP. For countries of medium 
Gependency, the Reuters news agency service is most heavily 
used. The dependency scores for AF? clients are roughly 
comparable to the scores for American news agency clients. 
The Reuters service is widely used. and the dependency 
acores are widely distributed in Table 9. 

This cross-comparison is limited by the fact that, 
for many countries tested, only one newspaper is included 
in the study sample. 

The comparison is further limited by the fact that 
stories unidentified by newa agency cannot be listed in 
news agency comparisons. These scores are included in the 
total-week depen¢ency score means. 

The countries which are directly involved in Vietnam 
(USA, Australia. Philippines, Korea) used the American news 
agency Vietnam stories. Countries not directly involved 
generally appear to have used the Keuters vervice for 
Vietnam military news. 





Mypothesis 3 stetes that there is no significant 
difference between newspapers of different jeographic areas 
in dependency on world news agency Vietnam news. This 
hypethesis refers to the potential effect of geographical 
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67 
peaximity to the waz, on news haalling. 

A test of this hypethesis involves the govuping of 
tetal-week dependency seores for the newspapers cf the 
Sample, by distance from Vietnan. 

For this test, @ependancy scores of U. S&S. newspapers 
ete excluded Laitially. since they are a special case of 
igh Cepencency. The foreign newspapers are assigned to 
@me of three groups, based on distance of the closest 
aational border fram Vietnam. 

Group ] newspaper depersiency scores are those whose 
wational boundaries ace from 0-600 miles from Vietnam: 
Group 2 scores are those from 600-5300 miles from Vietnam; 
Group 3 scores are those from 5306-10,000 miles from 
Cletnam (Table 13). 

Tne test for éependency by geographic distance ise as 
indicated in Table 10. 


TABLE i0 


TOTAL WEEK DEPEMDINCY SCORES OF NEWSPAPERS GROUPED 
BY WATIOMAL DISTANCE FROM VIETNAK, EXCLUDING 
SCORES OF U. 8. NEWSPAPERS 






pine ra open _ 


Humber Of Papers 





Bistance Group Mean Score 











L (within 600 mi.) 720 31 
2 (600-5300 mi.) 477 37 
3 (5200-10,000 =4.) 516 18 
df = 2,03 
v= 2.71 
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There is no significant difference found for 
newspapers of the three different geographic ereas. 
although the Feratio is not small enouyh to be dismissed 
(F = .10). 

The nations near Vietnam appear to be more degendent. 
put there is little difference between the two more distant 
groups. 

The same geographic test, including scores of 
American newspapers, finds a significant Gifference by 
geographic area. (The groupings of the newspaper scores by 
distance and the mean scores for the groupe change with the 
adGition of the American newepaperys.) 

The Gistance boundaries are slightly revised in 
Table 11 to equalize the sizes of the groups. (This 
cevised distance group is indicated by country in 
Table 13.) The data for this test are indicated in 
Table li. 


TABLE il 


TOTAL-“WEEK DEPENDENCY SCORES OF NEWSPAPERS GROUPED 
BY WATIOBAL DISTANCE FROM VIETNAM, AND 
LNCLUDING SCORES OF U.S. NEWSPAPERS 





Bigstance Group Mean Score Wumber of Papers 
2 708 34 
2 931 31 
3 485 34 
at 2,96 
F= 4.91 


P< .@1 
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GY 
Mypothesis 3 can neither be accepted nor simply 
rejected on the basis of these findings. The differences 
are statistically significant, but curvilinear. it appears 
that proximity has some influence on news dependency, but 
the Gata for the U.&S. dominate Table i1 so that a stxaight~- 
forward interpretation is impossible. 





Hypothesis 4 states that there is no significant 
Gitference between newspapers of countries directly 
involved in the Vietnam war and those not directly involved, 
in Gependency on world news agency Vietnam news. 

A test of the influence of national involvement on 
newspaper dependency scores involves the grouping of weekly 
dependency scores for newspapers, according to national 
involvement or non~involvement. 

The high scores of the American newspapers will 
distort the comparison unless they are grouped separately. 
For that reason, this test compares involved and non~- 
involved newspaper scores with U.S. newspaper scores 
(Table 12). 
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TABLE 22 


TOTAL“WEERK DEPENDENCY SCORES OF NEWSPAPERS, GROUPED BY 
U.See BY BATIONAL INVOLVEMENT IN VIETHAM CIBER 
THAN U.&S., AMD BY NON INVOLVEMENT 





Status Mean Score Humber of Papers 
UBA 1549 13 
Other Involved 728 9 
Nen~ involved 560 76 





Since a significant difference exists among these 
groups. Rypothesis 4 is rejected. It is clear again that 





the depend 
major portion of the variation. The relatively small 


mecy scores for U.S. newspapers account for the 


number of cases for the “involved" untries weakens the 





findings, but the mean scores ere in the direction that 
would be expected on the basis of earlier findings. 





Table 13 is a summary comparison of mean total-week 
newspaper dependency scores for each country. The scores 
for the three highest newapapers listed are based on 
eingle newspapers. 

Although patterns of dependency have been found, 
baged beth on geographic distance and national involvement 
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TABLE 13 
SUMMARY OF SCORES BY FACTOR, BY COUNTAY 





Total-Wweek of Distance Non~ 

Country Mean Score Papers Group Involved Involved 
Thailand 1%39 a L x 

Janaica 1633 i 3 x 
Japan 1620 a 2 p 
USA 1549 13 2 * 

Hiong Korry 1456 2 1 x 
Egypt 1200 2 4 
Pakistan $02 6 1 x 
Pailippines 877 2 Lf x 

Malaysia B41 2 a x 
Korea 8240 i 2 x 

irelana 629 3 3 x 
indonesia 737 1 1 x 
Bermuca 708 i 3 x 
Ethiopia 585 i 2 * 
New Zealand 562 1 2 x 

Rhogesia 544 1 é x 
Canada 537 12 3 a 
Ceylon 522 1 2 x 
Nepal 454 2 2 x 
india 444 i7 1 % 
Zambia 441 i 2 ‘A 
Seot land 4i2 ? 3 x 
Bahamas 419 i 3 *« 
Tanzania 369 1 < x 
Australia 364 ” 2 % 
Singegore 343 i 1 * 
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FABLE 13.--Continued 
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Bumbe x 
Total~-Keek o£ Digtance iten- 

Country Mean Score Papers Group Involved Involved 
England 325 8 3 x 
Kenya 296 2 2 x 
Gnana 294 2 3 ¥, 
irag 2933 i ry x 
isreel 263 Ll 2 4 
Uganda 216 1 2 x 
South Africa 131 “ 3 x 
Virgin Islands 161 i 3 x 

1 2 x 


Fiji 20 
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73 
in the war, the distribution of total Gependency acores for 
both eriteria is relativeiv even through the range of 
dependency scores. Thus. no single factor appears to he 
accounting for a great deal of variance in dependency. 





The data furnish an opportunity to investigate the 
influence of the “sensational” aspect of a news story on 
newapaper dependency scores. The Gaigon press conference 
of August 26, 1966. ineluded a briefing on the accidental 
dropping of napala on U.S. troops by U.S. aixveraft. A 
comparison of newspaper dependency scores for August 27, 
1966, (when the napaln story appeared) with scores of 
August 26, 1966, (a more nearly “normal day) finde 
(Table 14) that there is no significant difference between 
those cays’ scores. 


TABLE 14 


AUGUST 26, 1966, WITH THOGE OF AUGUST 27, 1366 
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Date Mean Score Number of Stories 








fsgust 26 117 54 
August 27 165 34 
ef ™ 1.166 

F= 3.13 
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The higher mean seore for August 27 may he due to 


the sensational aspect of that day's Vietnam military 


stery. ‘The Feratio is not small enough to be dismissed. 


Hypothesis 1s 


Hypothesis 2: 


Bypothesis 3: 


Hypothesis 4: 


There is no significant difference between 
world news agencies* dependency on the U.S. 
military news release. 


Rejected. The Hew York Times News Service 
differs significantly from the 
four major free world news 
agencies in Gepentdency. The four 
major news agencies do not differ 
significantly. 


There is no significant difference between 
newspapers of different countries in 
dependency on world news agency Vietnam 
news. 


Rejected. There are significant differences 
found in a@ test of total week 
dependency scores for newspapers 

grouped by country. 


There is no significant difference between 
newesarpers of different geographic areas, 
in dependency ob world news agency Vietnam 
News « 





Rejected. There is a significant difference 
found emong newspaper total 
dependency scores grouped by 
geographic distance from Vietnam. 
However, the pattern ia 
curvilinear. 


There is no significant difference between 
newspapers of countries directly involved in 
the Vietnam war, and those not directly 
involved, in dependency on world news agency 
Vietnam news. 


Baesected. There is a significant difference 
amony newspaper total cependency 
scores grouped by involvement and 
non~involvement in the war. 
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CHAPTER V 
CORCLUS IONS 


The differences which this study found to exist in 
newspaper dependency on world news agencies are mt 
unexpected. The literature of masse communications research 
consists of numerous studies of factors influencing 
newspapers, national preso systems and regional press 
systems. 

Press controls in South Africa, the influence of 
high illiteracy rate on the press of India, economic and 
operational problems hindering the establishment of an 
Asian news agency. are among the many influences that 
account for local] Cifferencesa. The differing press condi- 
tiens by country and by geographic region could be expected 
to result in differing press concepts and capabilities. 
with resulting differences in reaction to world newa agency 
atories. 

This study's “dependency score” measure is an 
unusual @ppreach to news ficw research. Similar techniques 
eould be used to explore many other aspects cf world news 
flow. 

The major studies of world news flow, by Schranu, 
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75 
Kayser, and the intecnational Press Institute involve 
comparative column inches devoted to @ story. by different 
newspapers, amd percentage of space devoted to particular 
subject areas. These kinds of data require qualification 
in terms of differing physical sizes of newspapers in a 
sample. Cross-comparisons thereby are made more Gifficuit. 

The analysis employed in this study is an example of 
a flexible quantification system, which can measure such 
performance characteristics as dependency on a world news 
agency, and permit direct comperisons of different types 
and sizes of newspapers. Patterns of newspaper dependency 
eon world news agencies can be mre deeply explored by 
content analysis of the same newspaper sample for different 
news everts, selected on the basis of their occurring in 
Gifferent geographic areas, and involving different 
countries directly. 

The current Nigerian civil war, the 1967 Arab- 
taraeli war, and the indla-Pakistan war are examples of 
news events which would lend themselves to this analysis. 
The reaulting data could be the basis fer determining 
Whether or not “universal” cependency factors could be 
calculated, based on geographic distance from and national 
lLavolvement in a news event. Or it might be found that 
there is some relatively constant influence of these 
factors in particular national press systers. 

Since newspaper dependency scores are influenced 
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77 
primarily by the word count scores, etudies of dependency 
baged solely on word count might be &@ means of achieving 
sufficiently accurate data, with the advantage of simplified 
coding procedures. Algo, the use of only the word count 
seore would simplify studies of events for which news 
releases are not available to form the basis of a lead 
change score. 

biffering sizes of newapepers of the sample is a 
primary reason for this study’s disregard of headlines asa 
indicaters of dependency. Eut since headlines can have 
“direction,” they could be studied in terms of characteris~ 
tics such as use of emotive words, or impression created. 
Headlines. since they are locally originated, could be 
contributors to or indicators of dependency. 

Relative degree of newspaper use of news agency 
Photographs on @ particular subject is another performance 
Ghaxacteristic that might prove to be either a direct 
measure of cependency by itself, or a factor to be included 
in broader measurements. 

There has been continuing criticism of the American 
presse for what is considered to be inadequate attention to 
foreign news. At the same tine, the British press, the 
indian press, and cthers are held to be highly attentive to 
foreign news. It has been said of Britain’s Manchester 
Guardian that: 
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The Guardian is particularly influential in its 

dramatic criticiem and Lbook-reviewing and for its weil- 
rounded and interpretive presentation of international 
news.i 

The International Presa Institute, speaking of the 
indian prees, has said that: 

The most striking feature of the Incian prezs is the 

very high proportion of foreign material it contains 

» « + Pprobebly in no other country is foreign news 
given such importance in relation to national end local 
qoverage. 

This study does not find that these newspaperss 
deveted ag much attention to the Vietnam military ster; as 
might be expected on the vasis of statements such as the 
above. For example, the Manchnestex Gu 


dependency score (Appendix II) is 436. The nean tetal-week 





total-week 


Gependency score for the British press is 325. fer the 
indian press 444. The mean total-week depemlency score 
for U.8. newspapers ig 1549, with the Burlington (Vermont) 
Esee Exema scoring 2359 (Appendix If). 

There may be a factor other than national involve- 
ment and physical distance from Vietnam influencing the 
apparently atypical performance of these newspapers. Hart 
found, in a 1966 study, that American foreign coverage is 





| is, é. Merrill, C. RB. Bryan, and M. Alisky, The. 
Roxeion Presa (Baton Rowge: Louisiana State University 
Press, 1966). p. 47. 


+ vapernet tonal Preas Institute. The Fiow af the Mousa 
(Zurich: 1953). p- 175. 






Odi cil LAAN eSed Etedi eds Wey 4) cede 


‘aerate! €s = ciara ee 





le te 
Se ee ee ee 
torr Lar sae oct ah 4 (62 nile) Ge cE 
wey 298 1056 nd ey LETS ote oe nome (me 
\2aceraT) Cowgmti cat wrt iy EEL AL eee 66 a 
te ee EE acinomae) PS weren cam see 





























79 

more devoted to the “newsworthy” event, and thet there is a 
naxrower spread between American newspapers than between 
British newspapers. > 

This suggests the possibility that the Vietnam 
military newa release may not fit the definition of 
“foreign news" which some newspapers are guided by. The 
“newsworthy” nature of the news release could account for 
the performance of the British, Indian. and American press. 

Differing concepts of newsworthiness should be 
considered in any stucy of foreign press performance. 
Dependency by newspapers is obviously related to their 





apte of news. It might he possible to quantify these 
news concepts, as a@ contribution to a pos@ible future 
synthesis of factors influencing world news flow. 

There is a need for a reconciling of the results of 
general studies of international news flow, with the results 
ef studies of individual aspects and influences on the 
flow. If newspaper performance is accurately measured, it 
ig an accurate quantification of the total forces acting on 
the newsparer. 

The regulte of studies of particular aspects of 
world news flow might also be used as an indicator of the 
adequacy of the method used by studies of larger scope. 





35am A. Hart. “Foreign News in U.8. and English 
Daily Mewspepers, “ Journalism Quaxtexcly. 43 (1966). 
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GO 
For example, there is a wideapread belief that the preas of 
Canada is a “satellite” of the U.S. press. HWart’sa 1963 
study, "fhe Flow cf the News Setween the United Sctetes and 
Canada“; Beattie*’s *In Canada‘s Centennial Year. U.S. Mass 
Media Influence Probed"; Farquharson’s “The Imbalance in 
Canadea-U.S. News Flow"; and Lyons’ "Canada Meads American 
and Worries Over It* are typical articles on the subject. 

This etudy finds that the uean total~week dependency 
score for the Canadian press (Table 3) ranks Canada farther 
from the U.&. newspaper mean scoce than ace such countries 
as Ireland and Malaysia. 

Quantification study of U.&.-Canada news flow could 
indicate whether the method of this study does not 
accurately reflect relative performance of the U.S. and 
Canadian press. 

Many quantitative studies that have been done need 
to be related to one another. The quantification of 
factors such as press {reedom are valuable contributions to 
overall studies of world news flow. R. GB. Kixon’s “Freedom 
in the World‘s Press: A Fresh Appraisal With New Data" 
quantifies press freedom in national systems. Farace ari 
Donoehew’s study, Mass Communications in Netional Social 
Systema: A Study of 43 Variables in 115 Countries" would be 
eneother of the Kind of study that measures many of the 
ceterminants of newspaper dependency. 

& noteworthy aspect of world news flow with respect 


ver 
BO GAewy MS Sade Leds Gu egeubiel & aL eds -ehgeee are 
Loti e'eoe®) -ooeee 8) at? Je “sstlioges” « #) ebesee 
ee b05608 bodied ef) aeeese® ome af7 to wall ade ..oere 
one RoW (new) Ledowenes’ at eke of” a'eizzers (*mbass® 
Oh SOR iind ak” « "ote Ogart ;"hataert soqm Mat sibem 
reine? eer-lavo! cme «0d fete shel) yore OT 
oN eee tenes Ub OL aes) Cong Aue ad ws oueme 
: rats hey ena 
iiabatied wad ts tend eee 
er me poets cide Ve Berlepe nds centre pomndient 
tne 5.2 AO) WO eoceecd wd evdaeled somibws Lheoesvess 
fo aie Onn = _— — . |] alten 
(ieee tiie eli Gas snes, etartiiats ia. —? 
io potgnadeanup of .sediene eae oF SOMISE ao OF 
OF Cd Ne THOR ALeOLOT ore eekeenh PONTE He Come ounce 
Tt Se en] Owen Dinan be wetbuwe jduseyo 
“areal eit 231% Lephsequh teevt A reser? whist mat at 
ee 
oi blegw "ontcdewnd Chi ah opheinkuet £6 te yin & tentang 
ati 00 youn commenen Smit wited ws Anid at in see 



























MR ame 6 CRAM L ET! TOD 
ee pA mere — 





Sl 
to the Vietnam military story is that the world’s press 
covers the war essentially from the American and South 
Vietnamese side. The newspaper is free to accept or reject 
a news agency report from Vietnam. The degree of accept- 
ance of the U.S. news release has been measured by this 
Study . 

The Viet Cong’s Liberation Press Agency (LPA) has 
out Lets vie clangestine radio in South Vietnam, via the 
North Vietnam News Agency (NVNA) in Hanoi. and the New 
China News Agency. 

Of 406 individual newspaper stories examined in this 
study, five made reference to information received from 
LPA. The RVNA was quoted 22 times, NCHA 12 times, and 
?ravea once. 

The Vietnam press corps has been criticized for 
dependency on briefings and news xeleases, with their 
“quantified? news. This study noted that there were only 
19 instances, in the group of 406 news stories, of a news 
report from a reporter outside of Saigon. The dependency 
of the press corps on the news releases may be a factor in 
newspaper acceptance of news agency reports, since the 
interpretive story Which many guality newspapers demand 
seems to be replacec by the “newsworthiness” which meets 
the cemanda of American editors. 

The subject of point of origin and seurce of origin 


of information in the world news system is an aspect of 
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G2 
world news flow that deserves further study. There is also 
some question as to whether the form which information 
takes (quantifications in the case of the U.S. military 
news release in Vietnam) influences dependency scores of 
newspapere. 

The results of this study suggest that larger 
numbers of foreign newspapers in the Sample, and a veans of 
including foreign language newspapers, would provide results 
which might more accurately reflect national factors, aru! 


have stronger statistical validity. 
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APPENDIX I 


UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND VIETNAM 
NEWS RELEASE, AUGUST 29, 15966 


MACOI~“P Saigon, Monday 
29 August 1966 - 17008 
RELEASE KUMBER: 241-66 
PRESS RELATIONS NIGHT OFFICER: LCDR Cleveland, UGA 
OFFICE PHONE: 40133 - 25565 (Until midnight) 


QUARTERS PHONE: 23711 (After midnight) 
DUTY E.M.: Cpl Viahakis, USMC 


in Worth Vietnam yesterday, military areas, POL and 
Supply storage areas and transportation facilities were hit 
by U.S. etrike pilots. The targets in the southern pan- 
handle ané the Haiphong area were hit during 106 missions. 
Air Force pilots flew 58 missions, Navy carrier based 
pilots flew 37 and Marine fliers logged & missions. 

In the Republic yesterday, U.S. strike pilots were 
exedited with damaging or destroying 308 enemy structures, 
and numerous enemy fortifications during 364 sorties. Air 
Force pilots flew 237 sorties and Marine fliers logged 127 
sorties. B~S2 crews this morning, hit a suspected head- 
quarters area and troop concentration in Tay Ninh Province. 
55 and 65 miles northwest of Saigon. 
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U.8. Navy and Coast Guard units engaged in Market 
Time and Game Warden patrols checked 2,306 vesseis. Three 
junks were held and 51 persons were detained for further 
questioning. 

A company~sized unit of the ist Brigade, 25th 
infantry Division killed 13 enemy Guring the past two days 
in lecal search and clear activity about 65 miles northwest 
of Saigon in Tay Ninh Province. 

There were no other significant ground actions 
Guring the past 24 hours as Free World Forces continue 
operations throughout the Republic. 

Five 7th Fleet destroyers and an inshore fire 
support ship hit enemy headquarters, training, assembly and 
storage areas and troop concentrations yesterday in five 
areas of the Republic during naval gunfire support missions. 

## 6 # @ 


HACOI~-P 
RELEASED THIS DATE: 29 AUG 66 
1. U.S. Mavy and Coast Guaré units on Operation Market 
Time patrols continued surveillance of South Vietnam's 
coastline yesterday. Gurface units inspected 1066 vessels 
and boarded and searched another 732 for a total of 17538. 
Three junks were held and 40 persons detained for further 
questioning. 

Game Warden units inepected 172 vessels and boarced 
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and searched another: 3393 for a total of 510 during 
patrolling action in the Mekong Delta area. Eleven persons 
wexe detained for further interrogation. 

2. 8-528 returned to Tay Ninh Province this morning, 
hitting a suspected headquarters area and troop cencentra- 
tion, 55 end 65 miles northwest of Saigon. 

3. Five 7th Pleet destroyers and an inahore fire support 
ship hit enemy headquarters. training. assembly and storage 
areas and troop concentrations yesterday, in five areas of 
the Republic. 

The inshore fire support ship USS Carronade, fired 
about 440 five-inch rockets at enemy headquarters, training, 
assenbly and storage areas in Quang Ngai Province, 12 miles 
northeast of Quang Ngai City (BS 76-35). Gunfire spetters 
om the ground reported 59 enemy structures and fortifica- 
tions destroyed and 95 damaged. one rice cache destroyed 
and sighted two secondary explosions. 

The destroyer USS Beale fired about 1635 five-inch 
Shells in suppert of friendly operations. One sampan 
containing enemy ammunition was destroyed and three other 
sampans were Camaged, while unloading enemy supplies in 
Thua Thien Province. about 22 miles northwest of Da Wang 
(AU 61-03). 

inemy staging. assembly areas and infiltration 
routes in Dien Hoa Province, about 28 miles southeast cof 
Saigon (YS 10-54). were hit with about 20 five~inch shells 
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G7 
fired by the USS Hamner. 

in Phuec Tuy Province, about 52 miles east-southeast 
of Gaigon (YS 65-63), U.S. Marines ir Operation Toledo were 
supported by naval gunfire missions fired by the destroyer 
USS Osbourn. The Csbourn fired approximately 110 five-inch 
rounés at enemy troop concentrations. 

U.S. Marines were also supported during Cperetion 
Toledo in Phunec Tuy Province, by the destroyer USS 
Mullinnix. The Mullinnix fired about 170 five-inch shells 
at enemy agsserbly areas and infiltration routes about 53 
miles east-southeast of Saigon. 

A deatrover hit enemy positions on Dac Phu Quoc 
isiend off iV Corps (US 89-38). with about 265 five-inch 
reunes. A gunfire spotter reported several secondary fires 
in the impact ares. 

4. IX FRORCEV, 29 Aug - A unit from the 1734 Airborne 
Brigade dastroyed 15 enemy bunkers 43 miles east~southeast 
of Saigon, while engaging and pursuing small enemy units 
in Phuoec Tuy Province during Operation Tolede. 

Friendly casualties were iight during the day’s 
actions and enemy casualties are unknown. 

Elements of the 173d Airborne Brigade, ARVN Ranger 
and U.S. Marines report a total of five enemy killed, eight 
capturec, 15 suspects detained and 28 individual weapons 
and five crew-served weapons seized since the operation 
began 10 August. U.S. strike pilots have flown 232 sorties 
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G8 
while supporting ground troops. Friendly casualties remain 
light as the operation continues. 

5. t.&. Air Force and Mazine Corps piiots flew 364 sorties 
ever the Republic yesterday, hitting enemy troop concentra~ 
tions and facilities in all four corps areas. Air Force 
pilots flew 237 sorties and Marine fliers logged 127 
sorties. 

Forward air controliers (FACs) credited the pilots 
with destroying or damaging 302 enemy structures, il 
tunnels, nine bunkers, three caves and numerous foxholes, 
trenches ané other fertified positions. 

fim Aix Force Dragen-ship fired several thousand 7.62 
rounds at an enemy position near the Da Nang airfield. an 
incoming aircraft had received ground fire from the 
position. 

Aix Force pilots flew nine serties during the night 
to provide flare illumination for friendly ground forces 
throughout South Vietnam. 

6. U.S. strike pilots flew 165 missions in North Vietnam 
yesterday, concentrating on POL and supply storage areas, 
military areas and transportation facilities in the 

Haiphong, Thanh Hoa, Vinh, Dong Hoi and Mu Gia Pass areas. 

Air Force Thunderchief, Starfighter, Canberra, 
Phantom and Skyraider pilots flew 58 missions. Wavy Al. A4, 
AG and F4 pilots from the 7th Fleet's Carrier Air Wing 16 
and the carriers USS Constellation and Franklin b. 
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89 
Roosevelt flew 37 end Marine Corps pilots flew eight 
missions north of the DMZ yesterday. 

Pilots reported moderate to heavy ground fire over 
many target areas and described the weather as clear to 
breken with some rain. 

Targets in relation to Vinh: 


TARGET BILES DIRECTION 
Highway bridge 37 SSE 
Road sequent a NE 
Barges 32 aE 
Railroad bridge 3 SSW 
Transehipment point 21 SY 
Causeways 34/33 Sw 
Trucks 26/37 SSE 
Brcidjes 20 aSwW 
RR bridge/Nwy bridge 30/34 8 
Staging area 24 8 
Fords 24/35 SSE. 
Staging area 37 SSE 
Trucks 40 LW 
Road segment 60 tae 
Causeway 82 MW 


Targets in relation to Deng Mois 


Causeways 36/49/39/15 ned 
Read se jments 26/27/29 Tinw 
Barges 15 BNW 
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Gtorage area 
POL storage areas 
POL, etorage areas 
Barge 

Storage area 
Read segment 
Storage areas 
Storage area 
Trucks 

Gterage area 
Storage areas 
Military camps 
LOL storage area 
Staging area 
Staging area 
Staging area 
Causeways 
Staging area 
Causeway 

Perry complex 
Staging area 
Bridge 

Highway tunnel 
Perry complex 
barge 


25 


35/19/36 


36 


30/29/35 


35/36 
30 
10 
i2 
15 
20/17 
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TARGET MILIS DIRLCTION 
bridge 13 NAW 
Causeway 30 WSW 
Bridge 40 Wien 
Staging areas 20/22 WNW 
barge 20 Si 
POL storage area 465 WNW 
Trucks 40 Win 
Road segments 16/11 3 
Barge 27 Liw 
Exridge 10 § 


Tacgets in relation to Thanh Hoas 


Truck 10 ww 
Laxges 18/28 pa 
Pontuon pridge 18 nw 
Train 6 GW 
barges 16 & 
Wooden by~pass bridge 20 SSw 
RR bridges 13/9/28 SSW 
Trucks 9 wild 
Truck 5 wsw 
RA cars a Sw 
Highway bridge 28 hw 
Secondary coad 31 SSa# 
Trucks 30/35 $sw 
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GARGET 

barvgez 

Radar #ite 
Secendary c<wad bridge 
Ferry complex 
FOL storage area 
Road segment 
Cargo baryes 
Cargo barge 
Trucks 

BRighway bridge 


uILZS 
26 
10 
“2 
34 
j2 
27 
12/13/26 
23 
23 
35 
27 


In xelation to the Mu Gia Pass: 


“SUCKS 

ha site 

Road sequence 
Lridge 

Signal tower 

FOL storage area 
Military area 
POL storaye areas 
Laxcge barge 
Cacgo bacges 
Military stovage area 
AAA Site 
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TARGLT MILES DIRDOT ION 
Cargo barges 43/32 E 
KVN YT Loats 70 ESE 


Returning pilots reperted the following bomb damage 
ascesements 17 barges destroyed, 19 damaged and & cargo 
lighters destroyed, 6 damaged. Six bridges destroyed, 
eight Gamaged and the approaches to several] others cratered. 
IWeuty-Seven Supply and storaye buildings destroyed and 17 
camaged. Five causeways cestroyed, six damaged and 1 river 
ford Gamaged. Two ferry complexes, one boat repair 
facility and one transehipment point damaged. Four AAA 
Sites destroyed and ene radar site damaged. Sixteen 
trucks destroyed, 10 damaged and roads cut in more than 39 
Piaces. One locomotive and two boxcars destroyed and 12 
bexecars Camaged. Three PY boats were dammyged. Three FroL 
Storage areas were damaged and several others were 
reported hit. ‘Three military camps, 14 staying areas and 
is storage areas were also reportec hit. More than 20 
secondary explosions and 50 secondary fires were opserved. 
Durther bomb damage assessment was hampered by smoxe, cust 
&nd Carkness over the target areas. 

7. The Vinh Long Airfield received about 10 to 12 $7 mm or 
75 mma recoillesas rifle rounds in a ten-minute attack that 
began at 22408 last night. 

The airfield is locatec about 62 miles southwest of 
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Seigon and three kilometers from Vink. Leng City. There 
were no friendly casualties ami light equipment damage was 
eufferec during the attack. 

&. Xl FRORCEY, 29 Aug - A company-sized unit of the Ist 
brigade, 25th infantry Division, killeé 12 enemy Guring the 
past two days in local search and clear activity about 65 
miles northwest of Saigon in Tey Ni:h Province. 

Yesterday, the initial enemy contact began, When the 
gompany ceceived sniper fire fxom tree tops. The eneny 
jire was returned aud three enemy were spotted moving to 
the front of the friendly position and heavy enemy 
automatic weapons fire beygan at the unit ftvom dug~route 
about 50 meters away. 

The company called in artillery fire and aix st: ikes 
and discovered ix enemy deaG@ following the engagemen: . 

On 27 August, the sane company was operating i: the 
Same generai area When they began receiving enemy sniser 
fize. A squad immediately charged across a xrice paddy, 
towards the enemy positions lecated in @ tree line. “hw 
enem,; were firing automatic weapons and swall arms and 
another squac returned the enemy fice and spotted one 
enemy Sniper falling from a tree~top. 

An aerial observec discovered a large enemy force 
moving around the area, attempting co ¢encixvuvie the friendly 
Serce. Artillexcy and air atrikes were calied in and 
recomaissance elemence later foum! five dead enemy kiiled 
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by artillery fire. The dead enemy sniper wes also found. 
Friendly casualties were light during the action. 
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